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Typically they incorporate themselves into one of
the two cultures and reject the other or they
accept what is best from both cultures and create
a new consciousness, a new identity. Selina,
however, is neither able to find her iden-tity as
a Barbadian immigrant nor as an American which
eventually leads to an inner and external
resignation. After all she recognizes that the
only possibility to find her identity is to
Seminar paper from the year 2013 in the subject
distance herself from her environment. The
American Studies - Literature, grade: 1.0,
protagonist Selina Boyce displays the challenge of
Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (English
finding an identity which immigrants in second
Department), course: Caribbean Seminar, language:
generation have to face. Nonetheless, she seeks to
English, abstract: “Know who you are and you know
find her identity on her own and rejects people
what to do!” (Japtok 305). But if you do not know
who try to determine her identity by prescribed
who you are, you will not know what to do. This is
ethnic norms or by prejudices.
what characterizes Selina Boyce, the protagonist
The problem of this study is to examine in Paule
in Paule Marshall ?s Brown Girl, Brownstones who
Marshall's Brown Girl, Brownstones (1959),
displays the difficulties that emerge for an
Praisesong for the Widow (1983), and Daughters
individual who lives between two cultures. Born
(1991) how West Indian culture influences identity
and raised in New York City during the interwar
development in female immigrants in America who
years, she is an immigrant in second generation
use their collective community, cultural
from Barbados. On the one hand her family is not
practices, and ambition to maintain their cultural
able to give her the feeling of belonging to
values. The writer will employ theories from
anywhere, which is caused by her parents ?
Edward Said, Homi Bhabha, and James Marcia to
different ideas of the American Dream. On the
locate immigrant women as the Other, to establish
other hand she experiences the fact that within
hybrid communities and practices, and to discuss
the Barbadian society she is only accepted if she
stages of identity development. In Brown Girl,
follows certain prescribed ethnic convictions
Brownstones, Marshall suggests that female West
towards life in gen-eral. Furthermore, she
Indians struggle with community identity versus
realizes that she has to confront racism within
individual identity. Additionally, it is argued
American society, which restricts her in her
that Marshall places these female characters in a
personal development. The unique position of the
state where a disavowal or embrace of cultural
second generation immigrants can either be a
values plays a significant role in selfpositive and fulfilling experi-ence or a negative
development. In Praisesong for the Widow, Marshall
one, depending on how those immigrants confront
recounts a widow's quest for identity, which
their situ-ation. The individuals have to make a
culminates in her physical and metaphorical
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journey. The writer posits that the collective
community in Praisesong is lauded for its support
system and nurturing ability in the text, and
readers are forced to examine the value of
belonging to a community versus establishing and
maintaining individual identity. In Daughters,
Marshall traces the life of her female
protagonist, suggesting that her dependent
relationship with her father stifles her
individuality and self-development (Denniston
150). It is believed that Daughters therefore
reveals an antagonistic relationship between the
protagonist and her father because of her
conflicting desires to please him while
simultaneously wanting to break free. Furthermore,
through Daughters, Marshall empowers her female
readers to rid themselves of relationships that
prevent them from developing as individuals. -Abstract.
Set in Brooklyn during the Depression and World
War II, this 1953 coming-of-age novel centers on
the daughter of Barbadian immigrants. "Passionate,
compelling." — Saturday Review. "Remarkable for
its courage." — The New Yorker.
WITH A NEW INTRODUCTION FROM NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR TAYARI JONES “How can a novel’s
social criticism be so unflinching and clear, yet
its plot moves like a house on fire? I am tempted
to describe Petry as a magician for the many ways
that The Street amazes, but this description
cheapens her talent . . . Petry is a gifted
artist.” — Tayari Jones, from the Introduction The
Street follows the spirited Lutie Johnson, a newly
single mother whose efforts to claim a share of
the American Dream for herself and her young son
meet frustration at every turn in 1940s Harlem.
Opening a fresh perspective on the realities and
challenges of black, female, working-class life,
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Transformation and re-creation of female identity in Daughters.
The Street became the first novel by an African
themes, and specific Jamaican cultural references to colonialism, religion,
American woman to sell more than a million copies. The twenty–one stories collected here—the very best stories of one of The
slavery, gender, and identity. Both novels are Brodber’s way of telling
New Yorker's most celebrated writers—trace the patterns of love within three stories outside of published history to point out the whitewashing and
The Strange Careers of the Jim Crow North
Dublin families. Love between husband and wife, which begins in courtship
Reconstructions of History, Culture, and Gender
distortion of black history through religion and colonialism.
and laughter, loses all power of expression and then vanishes forever. The
Is ethnicity destiny?
Selina Boyce, the daughter of immigrants from Barbados, becomes aware
natural love of sister for brother and of mother for son is twisted into the rage of her passions as she grows to womanhood in Brooklyn and experiences
A Romance of Real Life in Cuba Fifty Years Ago
to possess. And love that gives rise to the rituals of family life—those "ordinary the conflict between two cultures
(compiled from Note-books and Journals Kept from
customs that are the only true realities most of us ever know"—grows solid as InTriangular Road, famed novelist Paule Marshall tells the story of her
1925 Onwards).
rock that will never give way. In his introduction, William Maxwell, who was years as a fledgling young writer in the 1960s. A memoir of self-discovery, it
The challenge of individuality and a selffor twenty years Maeve Brennan's editor, writes of the special quality of her
determined life as an immigrant in second
also offers an affectionate tribute to the inimitable Langston Hughes, who
work, and especially of the title story, which he places among the great short
generation in Paule Marshall ?s "Brown Girl,
entered Marshall’s life during a crucial phase and introduced her to the
fiction of the twentieth century.
Brownstones"
world of European letters during a whirlwind tour of the continent funded
'A tour de force of engaged storytelling. With heart-wrenching pathos, The
Praised as "exuberantly engaging" by the Los Angeles Times and a "beautiful, by the State Department. In the course of her journeys to Europe,
Gosling Girl delineates the bleak aftermath for all concerned when one child beautiful piece of writing" by the Houston Post, acclaimed artist Ntozake
Barbados, and eventually Africa, Marshall comes to comprehend the
kills another' Peter Kalu Monster? Murderer? Child? Victim? Michelle
Shange brings to life the story of a young girl's awakening amidst her country's historical enormity of the African diaspora, an understanding that fortifies
Cameron’s name is associated with the most abhorrent of crimes. A child
seismic growing pains. Set in St. Louis in 1957, the year of the Little Rock Nine, her sense of purpose as a writer.In this unflinchingly honest memoir, Paule
who lured a younger child away from her parents and to her death, she is
Shange's story reveals the prismatic effect of racism on an American child and Marshall offers an indelible portrait of a young black woman coming of age
known as the black girl who murdered a little white girl; evil incarnate
her family. Seamlessly woven into this masterful portrait of an extended family as a novelist in a literary world dominated by white men.
according to the media. As the book opens, she has done her time, and has
is the story of Betsey's adolescence, the rush of first romance, and the sobering (A Novel.)
been released as a young woman with a new identity to start her life again.
responsibilities of approaching adulthood.
Exploring Paule Marshall's Theory of the Mechanics of Physical Voice
When another shocking death occurs, Michelle is the first in the frame.
The Fisher King
from Brown Girl, Brownstones
Brought into the police station to answer questions around a suspicious death, Among Others
Daughters
it is only a matter of time until the press find out who she is now and where she Praise Song for the Widow
(of the Diaspora - North America)
lives and set about destroying her all over again. Natalie Tyler is the officer
Well-Read Black Girl
Stories of Dublin
brought in to investigate the murder. A black detective constable, she has been Study Guide
Segregation and Struggle outside of the South
ostracised from her family and often feels she is in the wrong job. But when she A Meaningful Life
L.J. Davis’s 1971 novel, A Meaningful Life, is a blistering black
meets Michelle, she feels a complicated need to protect her, whatever she
The story of a family that has ties both in New York and the Caribbean
comedy about the American quest for redemption through real
might have done. The Gosling Girl is a moving, powerful account of systemic, revolves around the introspective Ursa, who is starting a new life while
estate and a gritty picture of New York City in collapse. Just
institutional and internalised racism, and of how the marginalised fight back. It sorting out her feelings about her past
out of college, Lowell Lake, the Western-born hero of Davis’s
delves into the psychological after-effects of a crime committed in childhood, Jamaican-born novelist and sociologist Erna Brodber describes Myal as
novel, heads to New York, where he plans to make it big as a
exploring intersections between race and class as Michelle's story is co-opted “an exploration of the links between the way of life forged by the people
writer. Instead he finds a job as a technical editor, at which he
and controlled by those around her. Jacqueline writes with a cool restraint and of two points of the black diaspora—the Afro-Americans and the Afrotoils away while passion leaks out of his marriage to a nice
The Gosling Girl is a raw and powerful novel that will stay with the reader long Jamaicans.” Operating on many literary levels—thematically,
after they have turned the last page. Praise For Jacqueline Roy and The Fat
linguistically, stylistically—it is the story of women’s cultural and spiritual Jewish girl. Then Lowell discovers a beautiful crumbling
Lady Sings: 'This is a novel of daring - enjoyable, surprising and original’
struggle in colonial Jamaica. The novel opens at the beginning of the 20th mansion in a crime-ridden section of Brooklyn, and against all
advice, not to mention his wife’s will, sinks his every penny
Bernardine Evaristo 'A strong and humane work of fiction' Jackie Kay 'A
century with a community gathering to heal the mysterious illness of a
into buying it. He quits his job, moves in, and spends day and
striking commentary' Scotsman 'A strong, humorous and moving piece of
young woman, Ella, who has returned to Jamaica after an unsuccessful
fiction . . . such is the life injected into the characters that by the end of the
night on demolition and construction. At last he has a mission:
marriage abroad. The Afro-Jamaican religion myal, which asserts that
novel there remains that reluctance to part with people you have come to love' good has the power to conquer all, is invoked to heal Ella, who has been
he will dig up the lost history of his house; he will restore it to
calabash 'Unflinchingly told . . . harrowing but also shockingly funny' Big
left "zombified” and devoid of any black soul. Ella, who is light skinned
its past grandeur. He will make good on everything that’s
Issue 'A joy' Pride
enough to pass for white, has suffered a breakdown after her white
gone wrong with his life, and he will even murder to do it. From
Introduction : anatomy of an aesthetic : the African cultural base -- 1.
American husband produced a black-face minstrel show based on the
the Trade Paperback edition.
Challenging the American norm : the gendered sensibility in the Valley
stories of her village and childhood. This cultural appropriation is one of a Selina Boyce, the daughter of immigrants from Barbados,
between -- 2. Beyond bildungsroman : constructions of gender and culture in series Ella encountered in her life, and parallels the ongoing theft of the
becomes aware of her passions as she grows to womanhood
Brown girl, brownstones -- 3. Cultural expansion and masculine subjectivity : labor and culture of colonized peoples for imperial gain and pleasure. The
in Brooklyn and experiences the conflict between two cultures.
Soul clap hands and sing -- 4. Maturation and multiplicity in consciousness : novel‘s rich, vivid language and vital characters earned it the
“Remarkable for its courage, its color and its natural
the short stories -- 5. Changing the present order : personal and political
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Canada and the Caribbean. The
liberation in The chosen place, the timeless people -- 6. Recognition and
novel links nicely with Brodber’s coming-of-age story, Jane & Louisa Will control.”—The New Yorker “Unforgettable...written with pride
and anger, with rebellion and tears.”—The Herald Tribune This
recovery : diasporan connections in Praisesong for the widow -- 7.
Soon Come Home, also from Waveland Press, for its similar images,
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how important it is that we all—regardless of gender, race, religion, or published five novels, two collections of short stories, numerous
beloved coming-of-age story set in Brooklyn during the
essays, and a memoir. In recognition of her work, she has received
Depression and World War II follows the life of Selina Boyce, a ability—have the opportunity to find ourselves in literature.
Contributors include Jesmyn Ward (Sing, Unburied, Sing), Lynn
grants from the Guggenheim Foundation, the National Endowment
daughter of Barbadians immigrants. Her mother craves the
American Dream while her father longs for his island birthplace. Nottage (Sweat), Jacqueline Woodson (Another Brooklyn), Gabourey for the Arts and, in 1992, the prestigious MacArthur Fellowship.
Conversations with Paule Marshall is the first collection of her
The new foreword by contemporary Caribbean author Edwidge Sidibe (This Is Just My Face), Morgan Jerkins (This Will Be My
interviews, and as such it provides the first comprehensive account of
Danticat explores the novel's themes of identity, sexuality and Undoing), Tayari Jones (An American Marriage), Rebecca Walker
(Black, White and Jewish), and Barbara Smith (Home Girls: A Black the stages of this writer's life. The most recent conversation took
values as well as Selina's struggle against the racism and
Feminist Anthology) Whether it’s learning about the complexities of place in 2009 following the publication of her memoir, Triangular
poverty surrounding her.
"In this evocative memoir, Cassandra Lane deftly uses the act femalehood from Zora Neale Hurston and Toni Morrison, finding a Road; the oldest takes readers back to 1971, just after the publication
new type of love in The Color Purple, or using mythology to craft an of her second novel, The Chosen Place, the Timeless People. In this
of imagination to reclaim her ancestors’ story as a backdrop
for telling her own. The tradition of Black women’s storytelling alternative black future, the subjects of each essay remind us why we collection of interviews, Marshall discusses the sources of her
turn to books in times of both struggle and relaxation. As she has
writing, her involvement in the civil rights movement, her
leaps forward within these pages—into fresh, daring, and
done with her book club–turned–online community Well-Read Black understanding of the relationship between art and politics (as framed,
excitingly new territory." —Bridgett M. Davis, author of The
World According to Fannie Davis When Cassandra Lane finds Girl, in this anthology Glory Edim has created a space in which black in part, by her discussions with Maya Angelou and Malcolm X), and
women’s writing and knowledge and life experiences are lifted up, to her evolving understanding of the relationship between the wide
herself pregnant at thirty-five, the knowledge sends her on a
be shared with all readers who value the power of a story to help us wings of the African diaspora.
poignant exploration of memory to prepare for her entry into
understand the world and ourselves. Praise for Well-Read Black Girl Soul Clap Hands and Sing
motherhood. She moves between the twentieth-century rural
South and present-day Los Angeles, reimagining the intimate “Each essay can be read as a dispatch from the vast and wonderfully Women and Poverty in Paule Marshall's Brown Girl, Brownstones
and the Chosen Place, the Timeless People
life of her great-grandparents Mary Magdelene Magee and Burt complex location that is black girlhood and womanhood. . . . They
A History
present literary encounters that may at times seem private and
Bridges, and Burt's lynching at the hands of vengeful white
ordinary—hours spent in the children’s section of a public library or inWe Are Bridges
men in his southern town. We Are Bridges turns to creative
Breath, Eyes, Memory
a college classroom—but are no less monumental in their
nonfiction to reclaim a family history from violent erasure so
A Memoir
impact.”—The Washington Post “A wonderful collection of
that a mother can gift her child with an ancestral blueprint for
their future. Haunting and poetic, this debut traces the strange essays.”—Essence
Fourteen-year-old Liyana Abboud would rather not have to
SuperSummary, a modern alternative to SparkNotes and CliffsNotes, change her life...especially now that she has been kissed, for the
fruit borne from the roots of personal loss in one Black
family—and considers how to take back one’s American story. offers high-quality study guides for challenging works of literature. very first time and quite by surprise, by a boy named Jackson.
This 68-page guide for "Brown Girl, Brownstones" by Paule Marshall But when her parents announce that Liyana's family is moving
The Chosen Place, the Timeless People
includes detailed chapter summaries and analysis covering 24
B-Side Books
from St. Louis, Missouri, to Jerusalem -- to the land where her
chapters, as well as several more in-depth sections of expert-written
The Routledge Companion to Anglophone Caribbean
father was born -- Liyana's whole world shifts. What does
literary analysis. Featured content includes commentary on major
Literature
Jerusalem hold for Liyana? A grandmother, a Sitti, she has
characters, 25 important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like
Nationalism and the Bildungsroman in African American and
never met, for one. A history much bigger than she is. Visits to
The 1940s and the 1950s and Coming of Age.
Jewish American Fiction
Alienated from her family and her close-knit West Indian Brooklyn the West Bank village where her aunts and uncles live.
The Fiction of Paule Marshall
NOMINATED FOR AN NAACP IMAGE AWARD • An inspiring community, Della tests the boundaries of her life as she struggles to Mischief. Old stone streets that wind through time and trouble.
collection of essays by black women writers, curated by the founder find a place for herself amid the social, racial, and political turmoil of Opening doors, dark jail cells, a new feeling for peace, and
Omer...the intriguing stranger whose kisses replace the one she
of the popular book club Well-Read Black Girl, on the importance of the 1960s. A first novel. 15,000 first printing.
lost when she moved across the ocean.
recognizing ourselves in literature. “Yes, Well-Read Black Girl is as Paule Marshall (b. 1929) is a major contributor to the canons of
good as it sounds. . . . [Glory Edim] gathers an all-star cast of
African American and Caribbean American literature. In 1959, she
Stories deal with unfulfilled housewives, sexual harassment, a
contributors—among them Lynn Nottage, Jesmyn Ward, and
published her first novel, Brown Girl, Brownstones, and was quickly young servant girl who grows more self-aware, Black college
Gabourey Sidibe.”—O: The Oprah Magazine Remember that moment recognized as a writer of great talent and insight on important
women, a woman's visit to her grandmother in Barbados, and a
when you first encountered a character who seemed to be written just questions about gender, race, and immigration in American society. Black revolutionary
for you? That feeling of belonging remains with readers the rest of
In 1981, the Feminist Press rediscovered her novel and reprinted it, In 1949, Sonny-Rett Payne, a jazz pianist, fled New York for
their lives—but not everyone regularly sees themselves in the pages of earning Marshall the informal title of grandmother of the renaissance
Paris to escape both his family's disapproval of his music and
a book. In this timely anthology, Glory Edim brings together original of African American women's writing that emerged in the early
the racism that shadowed his career. Now, decades later, his
essays by some of our best black women writers to shine a light on
1970s. Over the course of her fifty-year career, Marshall has

eight-year-old grandson is brought to Payne's old Brooklyn
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issue of "race" and its social repercussions certainly defy any easy
neighborhood to attend a memorial concert in his honor. The
witty, enjoyable style that will keep you turning the page for
child's visit reveals the persistent family and community rivalries more, The Humble Little Condom is both an entertaining read comparisons. However, the fact that the ethnic situations are far from
that drove his grandfather into exile. The Fisher King -- a
and an educational, impeccably researched popular history.Aine identical in the case of these two groups only highlights the striking
thematic correspondences in how a number of African American and
moving story of jazz, love, family conflict, and the artists'
Collier, EdD, holds degrees in European history, international
Jewish American coming-of-age stories construct ethnicity. Japtok studies
struggles in society -- offers hope in the healing and redemptive business, and English education. She has been a historian for the three pairs of novels--James Weldon Johnson's Autobiography of an Expower of one memorable boy.
Hughes Flying Boat Museum and a 1932 Olympics archival
Coloured Man and Samuel Ornitz's Haunch, Paunch and Jowl, Jessie
One of the most basic-and ancient-forms of birth control is the project, as well as an oral historian for a series of interviews with Fauset's Plum Bun and Edna Ferber's Fanny Herself, and Paule Marshall's
Brown Girl, Brownstones and Anzia Yezierska's Bread Giver--and argues
condom. Utilized by all cultures for millennia, and referred to by famous figures from the peace movements of the 1930s and
that the similarities can be explained with reference to mainly two factors,
many colorful euphemisms-baudruche, preservativo, machine, 1960s.
ultimately intertwined: cultural nationalism and the Bildungsroman genre.
peau divine, rubber, and safety-it has featured in the lives, loves, Growing Up Ethnic
Growing Up Ethnic shows that the parallel configurations in the novels,
and letters of some of the most famous men in history.
Brown Girl, Brownstones by Paule Marshall (SuperSummary) which often see ethnicity in terms of spirituality, as inherent artistic ability,
Shakespeare, Casanova, George Bernard Shaw, to mention only Finding Our Stories, Discovering Ourselves
and as communal responsibility, are rooted in nationalist ideology.
However, due to the authors' generic choice--the Bildungsroman--the
a few, all appreciated and wrote about the importance of using The Gosling Girl
tendency to view ethnicity through the rhetorical lens of communalism and
preventatives.Aine Collier provides a unique glimpse into human Triangular Road
spiritual essence runs head-on into the individualist assumptions of the
sexual habits, customs, beliefs, and attitudes in this first history Reena and Other Stories
protagonist-centered Bildungsroman. The negotiations between these
of the prophylactic device that goes back to at least the ancient Depicts the effect of an American research project on the inhabitants of a ideological counterpoints characterize the novels and reflect and refract the
Egyptians. As she amply demonstrates, the story of this humble West Indian island
intellectual ferment of their time. This fresh look at ethnic American
piece of paraphernalia is full of intriguing insights into human Two sisters are suddenly sent from their home in Brooklyn to Barbados to literatures in the context of cultural nationalism and the Bildungsroman will
live with their grandmother, in Naomi Jackson’s stunning debut novel This
be of great interest to students and scholars of literary and race studies.
character with all its flaws and foibles as well as many
lyrical novel of community, betrayal, and love centers on an unforgettable
There are the acknowledged classics of world literature: the canonical
fascinating historical details:· Clergymen of the Middle Ages
matriarchal family in Barbados. Two sisters, ages ten and sixteen, are
works assigned in schools, topping every must-read list . . . and then there
have left records of birth control methods, including condoms, exiled from Brooklyn to Bird Hill in Barbados after their mother can no
are the B-Sides. These are the books that slipped through the cracks, went
longer care for them. The young Phaedra and her older sister, Dionne, live
documenting just what worked.· The modern history of the
unread, missed their rightful appointment with posterity. They were ahead
for the summer of 1989 with their grandmother Hyacinth, a midwife and
condom begins when Columbus's men returned from the New
of their times or behind their times or on a whole different schedule than
practitioner of the local spiritual practice of obeah. Dionne spends the
World infected with the Great Pox (syphilis). This led to the
the rest of the universe. What do you do when a book that you love has
summer in search of love, testing her grandmother’s limits, and wanting to
been neglected or dismissed by everyone else? In B-Side Books, leading
rediscovery of the condom as a disease preventative· Sixteenth- go home. Phaedra explores Bird Hill, where her family has lived for
writers, critics, and scholars show why their favorite forgotten books
century Italian anatomist Gabriello Fallopio (discoverer of the generations, accompanies her grandmother in her role as a midwife, and
deserve a new audience. From dusty westerns and far-out science fiction to
Fallopian tube) should be considered the father of the modern
investigates their mother’s mysterious life. This tautly paced coming-ofobscure Czech novelists and romance-novel precursors, the contributors
age story builds to a crisis when the father they barely know comes to Bird
condom; he was the first to add a pink ribbon to his sheaths, a
advocate for the unsung virtues of overlooked books. They write about
flourish that remained standard for centuries.· When women had Hill to reclaim his daughters, and both Phaedra and Dionne must choose
unheralded novels, poetry collections, memoirs, and more with
between the Brooklyn they once knew and loved or the Barbados of their
few choices in the world of commerce, a significant number
understanding, respect, passion, and love. In these thoughtful, often
family. Naomi Jackson’s Barbados and her characters are singular,
found a legitimate and profitable business niche producing and especially the wise Hyacinth and the heartbreaking young Phaedra, who is personal essays, contributors—including Stephanie Burt, Caleb Crain, Merve
Emre, Ursula K. Le Guin, Carlo Rotella, and Namwali Serpell—read books
selling sheaths.· During the Great Depression, while other
coming into her own as a young woman amid the tumult of her family.
by writers such as Helen DeWitt, Shirley Jackson, Stanislaw Lem,
businesses went bankrupt, condom manufacturers found
Praise for The Star Side of Bird Hill: “Once in a while, you’ll stumble
Dambudzo Marechera, Paule Marshall, and Charles Portis.
themselves doing a booming trade throughout the 1930s, one of onto a book like this, one so poetic in its descriptions and so alive with
Conversations with Paule Marshall
lovable, frustrating, painfully real characters, that your emotional response
Wall Street's few successes. Sadly, it was cheaper to pay 25
Habibi
cents for a rubber than to have children.· German gummis were to it becomes almost physical. . . . The dual coming-of-age story alone
Essays on Forgotten Favorites
could melt the sternest of hearts, but Jackson’s exquisite prose is a marvel
The Humble Little Condom
acknowledged to be the finest in the world, until the Nazis made too. . . . A gem of a book.” —Entertainment Weekly (A)
them illegal, fearing Jewish doctors had coerced innocent young Growing Up Ethnic examines the presence of literary similarities between Random Commentary
Germans into using them as birth control.· AIDS has brought the African American and Jewish American coming-of-age stories in the first The Street
"Set in Brooklyn during the Depression and World War II, this is the
condom full circle. Not for the first time in history has the little half of the twentieth century; often these similarities exceed what could be
story of a Selina Boyce, the daughter of Barbadian immigrants. She
device been vilified as a promoter of dirty, illicit sex and lauded explained by sociohistorical correspondences alone. Martin Japtok argues is caught between the struggles of her hard-working, ambitious
as a life-saving device.Thoroughly researched yet presented in a that these similarities result from the way both African American and
mother, who wnats to "buy house" and educate her daughters, and
Jewish American authors have conceptualized their "ethnic situation." The
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her father, who longs to return to the land in Barbados. Selina seeks to made this history. They tried to unmake it, too. Liberalism, rather than literary studies, ranging from foundational critical voices to
define her own identity and values as she struggles to surmount the lighting the way to vanquish the darkness of the Jim Crow North gave emergent scholars in the field. The volume's reach of subject and
racism and poverty that surround her."--Page 4 of cover.
racism new and complex places to hide. The twelve original essays in clarity of writing provide an excellent resource and springboard
Avey Johnson-a black, middle-aged, middle-class widow given to
this anthology unveil Jim Crow’s many strange careers in the North. to further research for those working in literature and cultural
hats, gloves, and pearls-has long since put behind her the Harlem of They accomplish two goals: first, they show how the Jim Crow North studies, postcolonial and diaspora studies as well as Caribbean
her childhood. Then on a cruise to the Caribbean with two friends,
worked as a system to maintain social, economic, and political
studies, history and geography.
inspired by a troubling dream, she senses her life beginning to unravel-inequality in the nation’s most liberal places; and second, they
At the age of twelve, Sophie Caco is sent from her impoverished
and in a panic packs her bag in the middle of the night and abandons chronicle how activists worked to undo the legal, economic, and
village of Croix-des-Rosets to New York, to be reunited with a
her friends at the next port of call. The unexpected and beautiful
social inequities born of Northern Jim Crow policies, practices, and
mother she barely remembers. There she discovers secrets that
adventure that follows provides Avey with the links to the culture and ideas. The book ultimately dispels the myth that the South was the
history she has so long disavowed. Originally published in 1983,
birthplace of American racism, and presents a compelling argument no child should ever know, and a legacy of shame that can be
healed only when she returns to Haiti--to the women who first
Praise Song for the Widow was a recipient of the Before Columbus that American racism actually originated in the North.
reared her. What ensues is a passionate journey through a
Foundation American Book Award, and is presented here in a
Centers on the extended visit of Helen Wentworth, a New England
landscape charged with the supernatural and scarred by political
beautiful new hardcover edition. "Astonishingly moving." -Anne
teacher, to a childhood friend's plantation, where she witnesses
Tyler, The New York Times Book Review About Of the Diaspora:
African slaves' arrivals and their sale and gross mistreatment at the
violence, in a novel that bears witness to the traditions, suffering,
McSweeney's Of the Diaspora is a series of previously published
hands of coffee and sugar planters. Juanita is a beautiful mulatta slave and wisdom of an entire people.
works in Black literature whose themes, settings, characterizations, with whom the plantation owner's son falls in love. Extending the
A Novel
and conflicts evoke an experience, language, imagery and power born tradition of Gothic fiction in the Americas, Mann's novel raises
West Indian Cultural Influences on Female Identity
of the Middle Passage and the particular aesthetic which connects
questions about the relation of slavery in the Caribbean to that in the Development in Paule Marshall's "Brown Girl, Brownstones",
African-derived peoples to a shared artistic and ancestral past. Wesley United States, and between romance and race, adding an important
"Praisesong for the Widow", and "Daughters"
Brown's Tragic Magic, the first novel in the series, was originally
element to our understanding of nineteenth-century American
Myal
published in 1978 and championed by Toni Morrison during her
literature.
A quest for identity in Paule Marshall's "Brown Girl,
tenure as an editor at Random House. This Of the Diaspora edition
The Search for Identity in Paule Marshall's Novels Brown Girl,
Brownstones"
features a new introduction written by Brown for the series. Tragic
Brownstones and The Fisher King
Magic will be followed by Paule Marshall's novel of a Harlem widow Brown Girl, Brownstones
claiming new life. Praisesong for the Widow was originally published Betsey Brown
The Star Side of Bird Hill
in 1983 and was a recipient of the Before Columbus Foundation
The Springs of Affection
American Book Award. The series is edited by writer Erica VitalJuanita
Lazare, a professor of creative writing and Marginalized Voices in
literature at the College of Southern Nevada. Published in collectible The Routledge Companion to Anglophone Caribbean Literature
hardcover editions with original cover art by Sunra Thompson, the
offers a comprehensive, critically engaging overview of this
first three works hail from Black American voices defined by what
increasingly significant body of work. The volume is divided
Amiri Baraka described as strong feeling "getting into new blues,
into six sections that consider: the foremost figures of the
from the old ones." Of the Diaspora-North America will be followed Anglophone Caribbean literary tradition and a history of literary
by series from the diasporic communities of Europe, the Caribbean
critical debate textual turning points, identifying key moments
and Brazil.
in both literary and critical history and bringing lesser known
Did American racism originate in the liberal North? An inquiry into
works into context fresh perspectives on enduring and
the system of institutionalized racism created by Northern Jim Crow
Jim Crow was not a regional sickness, it was a national cancer. Even contentious critical issues including the canon, nation, race,
gender, popular culture and migration new directions for literary
at the high point of twentieth century liberalism in the North, Jim
Crow racism hid in plain sight. Perpetuated by colorblind arguments criticism and theory, such as eco-criticism, psychoanalysis and
queer studies the material dissemination of Anglophone
about “cultures of poverty,” policies focused more on black
criminality than black equality. Procedures that diverted resources in Caribbean literature and generic interfaces with film and visual
education, housing, and jobs away from poor black people turned
art This volume is an essential text that brings together sixtyghettos and prisons into social pandemics. Americans in the North
nine entries from scholars across three generations of Caribbean
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